Unit Four: The Industrial Era (1865-1900)

(5 weeks)

Chapter 13:  Changes on the Western Frontier

Section 1:  Cultures Clash on the Prairie


The Culture of the Plains Indian

1. List some tribes that lived on the Great Plains.

2. What was the significance of horses, guns, and buffalo for Plains Indians?

Settlers Push Westward 

3. Compare and contrast the culture of white settlers and Plains Indians.

4. Describe the mining camps and towns.

The Government Restricts Native Americans

5. Describe the change in legal status of Indian land between the years 1834 and 1850.

6. Describe the Massacre at Sand Creek.

7. Describe the causes of and events of the Battle of the Hundred Slain.

8. Identify the terms of the Treaty of Fort Laramie and describe the outcomes.

Bloody Battles Continue

9. Describe the Red River War.

10. Describe the conflict in the Black Hills between Indians, miners, and George Custer.

The Government Supports Assimilation 

11. What is assimilation?

12. Describe the Dawes Act and its goals.

13. Why was the destruction of the buffalo so detrimental to the Native American way of life?

The Battle of Wounded Knee

14. What was the Ghost Dance movement and how did white settlers respond to it?

15. Describe what happened at Wounded Knee and its significance.

Cattle Becomes Big Business

16. What influence did Spanish and Mexican ranchers have on the American cowboy?

17. How did growth of railroads and cities impact the cattle business?

18. What was the Chisolm Trail?

A Day in the Life of a Cowboy

19. How did the ordinary cowboy’s life differ from the popular conception of it?

20. What was the long drive?

21. What factors helped bring an end to the open range?

Gold Mining

22. Describe the different methods to mine for gold.

Section 2:  Settling on the Great Plains

Settlers Move Westward to Farm

23. What were the federal land grants to railroads?  What did the railroads do with their land?

24. Describe the process to build the Central Pacific and Union Pacific.

25. How did the transcontinental railroad open up the West for settlement?

26. Describe the Homestead Act – its positive and negative effects.

27. What steps did the government take to preserve the nation’s dwindling open space?

28. When did the frontier “close”?

Settlers Meet the Challenges of the Plains
29. What was life like for plains pioneers?

30. List the tools farmers used to increase farm yields.

31. What was the Morrill Act?

32. How did farmers go into debt?

33. Describe the rise and fall of bonanza farms.

34. Why did farmers feel animosity towards the railroad corporations?

Section 3:  Farmers and the Populist Movement

Farmers Unite to Address Common Problems

35.  Describe farmers’ economic problems.

36. What was the effect of “retiring” the greenbacks?

37. What was the Bland-Allison Act?

38. Why did farmers favor “cheap money”?

39. Why did farmers hate the railroads?

40. Describe the origin and purpose of the Grange and Farmers’ Alliances.

The Rise and Fall of Populism

41.  When and where and why was the Populist Party formed?

42. What was the Populist Party Platform?  How successful were they?

43. What caused the panic of 1893 and describe its consequences.

44. How did the Republicans and Democrats respond to the money issue?

45. Describe the different opinions between those who supported bimetallism and those that supported the gold standard.  Who was on each side?  On what side was the populist party?

46. Describe the election of 1896 and its outcome.

47. Describe why populism collapsed.

Chapter 14:  A New Industrial Age

Section 1:  The Expansion of Industry

Natural Resources Fuel Industrialism

1. What led to the nation’s oil boom?  What was its impact?

2. What was the Bessemer process and how did it fuel steel production?

3. What were some of the new uses for the steel?

Inventions Promote Change 

4. What changes in electricity were made and how did they transform American business?

5. Describe the impact of the typewriter and telephone.

6. How did inventions and products affect people at home and work?

7. How did industry change the environment (pgs 440-441)?

Section 2:  The Age of the Railroads

Railroads Span Time and Space

8. How did the government facilitate the expansion of the railroads and why?

9. When was the transcontinental railroads completed?

10. Describe in detail the positive and negative aspects of railroads.

Opportunities and Opportunists

11. How did the growth of railroad lines promote the growth of cities and trade?

12. Describe Pullman’s factory town.

13. Describe the Credit Mobilier scandal and its consequences.

The Grange and the Railroads

14. For what reasons were farmers angry at the railroad companies?

15. What were the Granger laws and how did they help farmers?

16. What was Munn v. Illinois and its significance?

17. What was the Interstate Commerce Act?  How effective was it?

Section 3:  Big Business and Labor 

Carnegie’s Innovations

18. Describe Andrew Carnegie and his business in detail.

19. Define horizontal and vertical integration.

Social Darwinism and Business

20. What does the theory of social Darwinism advocate?

Fewer Control More

21. What methods did ruthless business operators use to eliminate their competition?

22. Define corporation, monopoly, holding company, and trust.

23. Describe John D. Rockefeller and his business in detail.

24. Define philanthropy and list Carnegie and Rockefeller’s philanthropic acts.

25. What was the Sherman Anti-Trust Act?

26. Why did prosperity bypass the south?

Labor Unions Emerge
27. What were the conditions in the mills and factories of the late 19th century?

28. What did labor unions advocate?

29. List and describe the early labor unions.

Union Movements Diverge

30. Define craft unionism and describe the unions that fit under this category.

31. Define industrial unionism and describe the unions that fit under this category.

32. Define socialism and describe the unions that fit under this category.

33. List and describe any other unions.

Strikes Turn Violent

34. Describe the following strikes: the Railroad Strike of 1877, the Haymarket Affair, the Homestead Strike, the Pullman Co. Strike.

35. Describe women’s efforts to unionize.

36. Describe the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire.

37. Describe the tactics used against unions by management and government.

Chapter 15:  Immigrants and Urbanization

Section 1:  The New Immigrants

Through the “Golden Door”

1. From which countries did the “new immigrants” come in the late 1800s?  Why did they come?

Life in the New Land

2. What difficulties did immigrants face on their journey to the United States?

3. What were the similarities and differences between Ellis Island and Angel Island?

Immigration Restrictions

4. What did nativists believe?

5. Why were many union members nativists?

6. What was the Chinese Exclusion Act?

7. What was the Gentleman’s Agreement?

Section 2:  The Challenges of Urbanization

Urban Opportunities

8. Why did immigrants settle in the cities?

9. What was the Americanization movement?

10. Why did Americans move from the country to the city?

Urban Problems

11. What were housing problems?

12. What were changes in mass transit?

13. What were water, sanitation, crime and fire problems?

Reformers Mobilize

14. Describe the Social Gospel movement.

15. Describe the settlement house movement.

Section 3:  Politics in the Gilded Age
The Emergence of Political Machines

16. What was a political machine?

17. What was the role of the party “boss”?

18. What role did immigrants play in the political machine?

Municipal Graft and Scandal

19. Describe how political machines maintained power through fraud, graft, and kickbacks.

20. Describe Boss Tweed and his corrupt political machine.

21. Who was Thomas Nast?

Civil Service Replaces Patronage

22. Define patronage/spoils system.

23. What was civil service reform and why did reformers want it?

24. Why reforms to civil service did Hayes, Garfield, and Arthur make?

25. What was the reason Garfield was assassinated?

26. What was the Pendleton Civil Service Act?

Business Buys Influence
27. Why did big business want high tariffs?  Who opposed high tariffs?

28. Describe the 1884, 1888, 1892 and 1898 elections in the context of the tariff issue.

